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TOSSA DE MAR

MONUMENTS AND INTERESTING SIGHTS




Tossa de Mar is one of the most emblematic towns on the Costa Brava and a real open-air
museumn. There is evidence of human presence in our area since prehistory. The remains of this
period overlap with Roman Tirissa, medieval Tursa and today's Tossa, one-time retreat for artists
and intellectuals and now host town for fourists and visitors. This cultural heritage is an eloquent
testimony to all those people who made this beloved land their own. Now it is yours. Welcome to
Tossa de Mar.

ELS AMETLLERS ROMAN VILLA

Els Amatllers {1st ¢. BC - 6th ¢, AD), discoversd in 1914 by Or lgnasi Melé, is one of the
mast important villas remaining from the ancient Roman province of Tarraco, This is a
classic example of a Roman Mediterranean farming establishment, where vineyards were
tended and large quantities of wine were exported. Architecturally speaking, the sea-fac-
ing location of the willa, on the gastern slopes of Can Magi hill overlooking the bay,
determined its two-tier struciure of pars urbana and pars fruchuania.

The noble dwelling area (pars uriang), on the upper level of the sife, reflects the overall
' magnificznce of this villa, especially in the 2nd century AD. Its exceplional splendour can
be seen in the fine thermal baths, the mosaics and stuccos, the unusual winter dining
| room, the fountain (nymphaeur) and the bathing pool with its impressive Carrara marble

} - sculplures {now kept in Tossa Municipal Museum).
A dlel Pelagrl 5 - 13 ~ Thelunctional area (pars fructuaria), on the lower level, had grain houses and other rooms
used for processing the villa's agricultural produce, e.g. wing, oil and salted goods.

Bone and ivory styluses, ceramics, coins and brooches (fibulas) on display in Tossa Municipal Museumn bear wilness to the daily lite of the vilka,
This type of Roman villa combined farming (Els Ametllers esiate covered a large part of present-day Tossa municipal area) with the comforta-
ble, uxurious lifestyle of its proprietors. Mast of the struciures that can be seen today daie from the Augustan period (late 151 c. BC — early
Astc. AD)

& CULTURAL CENTRE (Forme osotel o Sn e

The Hospital of Sant Miquel was founded in 1773 at Tomas Vidzl Rei's last will. This man was
an outstanding local figure considzred to be the precursor of the indianos, i.e. Spaniards wha
returned from the Americas after making their forbune. Tomas Vidal had travelled to both
Puerte Rico and Guatemala long before King Charles [l liberalized trade in 1765 by opening
up Spanish ports to American ships. On his refum to Tossa, Vidal donated much of his
American fortune to the construction of & charity hospital for the local poor.

The large, reciangular 2-storey hospital is built around a cloister, with a side chapel dedicated
to St Michael, patron sainf of 181h century hospitals in Catalonia. The simple barogue image
of St Michagl on the main aliar, fashioned in nearby Cas Fuster workshop, is of parlicular
interest.




MAS RABASSA FARMHOUSE (CAN MAGI)

This 14th-century fortified farmhouss was probably one of the first farmhouses built
outside the town walls. It has a 16ih-ceniury two-storey quadranguiar lookout tower with 2
barbican, and a 17th-century comer sentry box on the first floor.
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CAN MAGI TOWER (OR MOORS’ TOWER)

The Moors' Tower is a prime exampla of the watch towers construcied by King Philip 1l
along the Spanish Mediterranean coast in the 16th century to protect the populace from
incursions and raids by Norlh African pirates. These towers were strategically situated
along the coast and linked by day with smoke signals and by night with light signals.
Watchmen were permanently posted to warn townspeople of immineni Moorish attack,
thus enabling them to seek protection within the city walls. The Moors” Tower was a classic
two-storey building with 2 woodan floor, loopholes and barbican.

[t was linked up with Pélvora Tower, Agulla de Pola Waichtower and probably also with the
tower of the: Yila Vella former castle.

The neo-classical parish church of Sant Yiceng was buit befweszn 1755 and 1776 & a tima when
the former church in the Vila Vella had become too small for the congregation. The 16th-century
gxpansion of Tossa beyand its walls meant that the old church was akso foo far away.

The large wolume of the central nave contrasts with the plainness of the rest of the building.
The church was originally decorated with simple baroque altarpieces and images, ofien
from nearby Cas Fuster warkshop. Unfortunately, however, this wvaluable heritage
diszppeared during the Spanish Givil War, with the exception of an altar of the Immaculate
Conception.  Recent renovation of the interior paintwork has brought back the church's
former beauty and luminosity.




CAN GANGA

Can Ganga, in the fishermen’s disirict of sa Roqueta, was one of the first farmhouses built

outside the town walls at the time of the 16th-century population increase. The isolated

' seafront farmhouse was fortified to pratect it from the frequent pirate attacks of the time.

The magnificent rounded enfrance door is guarded by 2 machicolation to deter Moorish

A raiders. The Gothic windows with their beaufiful sculpted pulii are outstanding. Insids the
- building thers is a perfzctly conserved food safe carved out of the rack.

& BOUNDARY CROSS

| Boundary crosses were monumentzl decoraled stone crosses placed to mark the boundary

| of the municipal area. The 14th-15th century boundary stone at Tossa is a simple

o Gothic-style cross with fiewr-de-lis finials on the arms, an image of the Mother of God on

the froni and an image of the crucified Chist on the back. The capital under the cross

depicts St Peler, patron saint of fishermen, and 51 Benadict, founder of the Benedictine

* order, due to the fact that the Vila Vella of Tossa was at the time under the jurisdiction of the
Benedictine monastery of Ripoll.

VILA VELLA RAMPARTS

The ermiolermatic walled Wila Vella or Old Town of Tossa is the sole remaining fortified medieval town on
the Catalan coast and was listed as an artistic-historic monument in 1931. The original struchure dales
from e beginning of the 13th century. The perimeter walls and batllements are largehy consenved, with
four largs bowers and three machicolatad cylindrical owers. The best-known fowers are Joangs Tower
overlooking the bay; Clock Tower at the enfrance fo fhe paradz ground, thus named because i was the
anby putlic clock in the iown; and Codolar Tower (or Keap), overlooking Codofar beach. A suparb
wWissoired entrance gate gives acoass 1o the Vila Vella via the former parade ground.

G/ Bortal The rectangular castle with a walchtower at the top of the Vilz Vella was replaced by the
presani-day lighthouse.

The Vita VeSlailselfis a chanming place with nasmow cobibed streats. In the 158h-century age of splendour, the town boasted sighty houses, most of which were

built up against the: rempars.

Inside the Vila Vella there are the remains of the late-Gothic 158h-century church of Sant Viceng, constructed over a recenthy-discovered 11h to 125h-century
Romanesaue chepel. The church had a singie nave and a 3-sided polygonal cheve; the west amn of the fransept wes made up of the sacristy and & side chagel;
thie east amn probably opened out into a row of threz mare chapels. Today, the anfy remaining coverad perts ane ihe zpse and the sacristy. The pointed arch of ihe
chievet is sustained by six ribs meeting & a keystone decoraiad with an image of St Vincent

In the: 16th century. oweses the town started 1o expand bevond the walls. with the dirst extra-mural howses builk in Sa Rogueta district and along the higheoad.




The Municipal Musaum, in the former Governor's House, opened on 1st September 1935
to become the first contemporary art gallery in Spain. Artists had always besn drawn to
Tossa, and the beauty of its landscaps had inspired many late 19th-century works. In the
first half of the nineteen-thirties, however, the fown began to aitract artists of all descrip-
tions and backgrounds and became for & while an avani-garde centre. Calalan arlisis
Rafael Benet and Pere Creixams, who already spent periods in Tossa, were joined by
well-known artists from abroad such as Marc Chagall, André Masson and Georges Kars,
who came o live and work in the town. Some of these artists stayed on right up to the
outbreak of the Spanish Civil War, which effectively brought this particularly fruiiful
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period to a close. Before the onset of this grim perind of our history, however, a group of art loving intellectuals founded the Municipal
Museum in order (o preserve the creative output of the moment, as well as the archaeological heritage from the Els Ametllers Roman villa,
Today the museum houses a major art collection and many archaealogical findings from the villa.

TOSSA'S LIGHTHOUSE

Built in 1917 af the top of Tossa's Cape, the Lighthouse is today The Mediterranean
Lighthouse Interprefation Centre. The innovative layout of this new audiovisual centre
i makzs it a reference for hose interested in gaining a deeper insight info the world of
maritime signals, the history and fechnology of lighthouses as well a5 the life of the former
¢ lighthouse kespers. The museurn area displays a collection of objects recalling this aspect
of our maritime heritage.

CHAPEL OF MARE DE DEU DEL SOCORS

The 165h-century chapel was apparently commissioned by a sailor called Antoni Caixa as
a wotive offering to Qur Lady of Bon Secours for her intervention in saving him from a
shipwreck. Today's building, however, is the resull of reforms carried out in the 18th
century. The chapel was consiructed on the original site of the boundary cross, next to the
highroad 1o Girona and the path to Lioret. Popular devotion by sailors and wayiarers alike
soon made the chapel into a major religious centre.
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CASA SANS

Casa Sans is a unique eclectic-style house, commissioned in 1906 by Joan Sans to Antoni
de Falguera. The building has an unusual sea-facing fagads, with Modernist gargoyles
representing the four seasons, trencadis mosaics made from glazed ceramic shards, and
wrought iron similar to that found in Gawdis Casa Vicens in Barcelona. The fagads was
originally decorated with vegetal motits and adorned with two female figures that have since
disappeared. Most of Antoni de Falguera’s original interior decoration is still preserved. The
magnificent stained glass windows wilh their vegefal patierns and the spectacular fireplace
are absolutely characteristic of the Catatan Modernist shyle.

The marble staircase and the fountain with its Frederic Marés sculpbure of Diana the Huniress
both belong to 2 later period, after Casa Sans was acquired by the Vilallonga family in 1930,
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TOS5A DE MAR

QOFICIMA MUNICIPAL DE TURISME
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